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Introduction ● Pleasure and Danger (Vance, 1983)
● Study on how women express their 

sexuality and manage risk on “sext” 
account 

● Sext, combining the terms "sex" and 
"twitter", refers to sexual content 
posted on Twitter with the hashtag 
"sext." (Deviant account)

● Lack of attention to the complex 
interaction between pleasure and 
danger in women's sext account



Background ● Digital sexual violence gained societal 
importance in South Korea, leading to legal 
amendments.

● Sext has been known as target of Sexual crimes 
such as Telegram sexual exploitation(Nth Room 
Case) 

● Despite risks, women in sext accounts continue 
to engage in this behavior in digital spaces.

Reportedly, some of the perpetrators of the 'N Room' 
case, who blackmailed adolescents and others to film 
sexually exploitative videos and share them in Telegram 
rooms, approached their victims via social media 
platform such as Twitter. Targeted were the so-called 
"deviants" who post photographs of their body parts on 
Twitter with hashtags such as "deviance" and "sext" to 
gain attention.

(Segye Newspaper, 2020-03-28 )

Twitter is targeted by 'Nth room' offenders; 
'deviant' posts are still widespread.



Research 
Method

●  In-depth interviews and online 
participant observation are the primary 
research methods.

● Research conducted from July 2021 to 
June 2022.

● Data collection involved searching 
Twitter for sext-related keywords, 
following users, and observing network 
flows and posts.

● In-depth interviews conducted with users 
in their teens and twenties who have 
operated sext accounts.



Anonymous sexual identity for 'safety' and pleasure

● Sext involves posting erotic pictures of one's body online, 
often obscuring the face.

● Openly expressing sexual desires is crucial to the sexual 
identities of sext accounts.

● Motivations vary: some seek offline sex, while others aim to 
network and exchange sexual information or derive pleasure 
from showing their "dirty side."

● A sext account with anonymity permits the distinction 
between a "normal" self and a "deviant" self.



The enjoyment of being a "pseudo-celebrity" 

“So if you're a normal person and you post a 
picture of your body with one hashtag and it's 
just a modest picture of your body, you're 
going to get 50 to 150 hearts in the next three 
hours. So it's a little bit of a celebrity's 
celebrity's celebrity, a quarter celebrity, and I 
think that's about it. (Interviewee H)”

Expression of Marginalized Sexual Identities

●  Anonymity on social media allows individuals 
with marginalized sexual identities to express 
their sexual selves.

● Adolescent females and those with BDSM 
orientations find sext accounts as a means to 
discuss and explore their sexual identities.

● For marginalized groups, the online space is 
perceived as a safety net compared to offline 
spaces (less risky compared to potential 
social risks offline)

Anonymous sexual identity for 'safety' and pleasure



Individualized 'risk management' 
in order to guarantee "safety"
Manage the risk associated with "clean deviance"

Potential risks               Risk Management

Image distribution and theft Employ watermarks, prohibit retweets, and periodically delete posts.

Theft and exfiltration of personally 

identifiable information

Obscuring the specificity of photos, posting fictitious and false information, 

utilizing “open chat room”, etc.

In-person sexual assault Managing your phone and identification, 

requesting assistance from people you know



Welcome to the world of deviant accounts.
- At a Glance: Clean Deviance Guidelines 

● Don't be duped by Netkama 
*Netkama: Pretending to be the person from whom you stole.

● Add a watermark
● Don't do it online 

(online video calls, video exchanges, etc)
● Hacking warning 
● Offline Safety Measures

How long will you be fooled? 
Learn about and enjoy Clean Deviance.



Shades of Risk Management: 
Women's Victimization and Isolation Experiences 1

● Threats of sextortion, identity theft, violence, and STD(sexually transmitted disease) 
transmission lead users to abandon sext accounts.

● Interviewees faced stalking, personal information threats, and sexual exploitation continue 
to operate sext accounts despite these experiences, repeatedly deleting and creating them.

● Some users learn from negative experiences and improve risk management to stay in sext.
● Sext becomes part of users' daily life, integrating their sexual selves expressed on Twitter

I opened a new account, and then I was like, "Okay, they were all lying; I've been 
played," and then I was like, "Okay, I'll hide my identity a bit better," and I wasn't fooled 
again, and it's been smooth sailing ever since. (Interviewee B)



Shades of Risk Management: 
Women's Victimization and Isolation Experiences 2

● Individualized risk management is due to a lack of resources 
for addressing violence and threats.

● Reluctance to report incidents due to fear of punishment, 
parental involvement, and stigma.

● Stigmatization and lack of legal protection discourage reporting threats 
to the police.

● Risk management strategies expand women's agency 
but highlight their isolation.



Conclusion
● Women in sext choose to express their sexual selves in 

digital spaces despite the risks.
● Women manage risks based on their knowledge of 

digital technologies and traditional sexual violence.
● Individualized risk management highlights the isolated 

position of women in the face of violations of sexual 
norms.

● Cultural norms promoting sexual subjectivity while 
punishing "indecent" women drive women to digital 
spaces.

● The link between sexual desire and violence should be 
unpacked in research.

● Legal system changes alone cannot ensure the safety 
of women's sexual practices due to stigmatization and 
condemnation.

● Laws and policies are being enacted, but their 
effectiveness in providing a safety net for women needs 
to be questioned.

Conclusion


